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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PINS CASC ET US 

SUBJECT: KAGNEW 4: FAMILY APPEALS 

REF: STATE 225077 

1. EARLIER EMBTEL CONCURRED IN BEIRUT ACTION TO PASS FAMILY 
MESSAGES (PARA 1 REFTEL). 

2. RE PARA 10 AND 1 1 REFTEL, EMBASSY BELIEVES THERE IS A CHANCE 
EPMG WILL AGREE TO BROADCAST SHORT INTEGRATED APPEAL FROM FOUR 
FAMILIES, AND THAT ELF/PLF WOULD PROBABLY HEAR SUCH BROADCAST. 

3. SUGGEST FOLLOWING TEXT, WHICH IF APPROVED WOULD BE DELIVERED 
TO EPMG WITH REQUEST IT BE CARRIED SEVERAL TIMES ON EPMG'S RADIO 
ASMARA IN TIGRINYA (AND ENGLISH IF POSSIBLE) FOR HUMANITARIAN 
REASONS. IF EPMG DECLINES (AS THEY DID LAST TIME), OR DELAYS, 

EMBASSY WOULD WANT TO RECEIVE FROM DEPT APPROPRIATE ARGUMENTS TO 
URGE THAT THEY AGREE, INCLUDING POINTING OUT THAT ADVERSE PUBLICITY 
COULD RESULT IN US IF FAMILIES COME TO KNOW THAT EPMG REFUSED 

TO COOPERATE. BEGIN TEXT: RADIO ASMARA HAS RECEIVED THE FOLLOW- 
ING MESSAGE FROM THE FAMILIES OF FOUR AMERICAN PRISONERS CAPTURED 
NEAR ASMARA BY ERITREAN SEPARATISTS. THE JOINT MESSAGE FROM ALL 
FOUR FAMILIES IS ADDRESSED TO THE ERITREAN SEPARATISTS AND RADIO 
ASMARA IS BROADCASTING IT AS A PUBLIC SERVICE. THE MESSAGE IS AS 
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FOLLOWS: WE, THE FAMILIES OF FOUR AMERICANS CAPTURED AND HELD 
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PRISONER IN ERITREA JOINTLY URGE THEIR CAPTORS TO RELEASE THEM, ON 
HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS. NONE OF THE MEN, WHO ARE OUR CLOSE RELATIVES, 

HAS DONE ANYTHING AGAINST THE INTERESTS OF ANYONE IN THIS COUNTRY. 

WE, THEIR FAMILIES, URGE THOSE WHO ARE HOLDING THEM TO RECOGNIZE 
THAT THEIR CONTINUED CAPTIVITY IS CONTRARY TO RECOGNIZED HUMANI- 
TARIAN PRINCIPLES, AND WILL NOT SERVE THE INTERESTS OF THEIR CAPTORS. 

WE CONSTANTLY PRAY FOR THEIR WELLBEING AND THEIR SAFE RETURN. WE 
APPEAL TO THOSE HOLDING THEM PRISONER TO RELEASE THEM SO THAT THEY 
CAN REJOIN US IN THE UNITED STATES. SIGNED, THE HARRELLS, THE 
CAMPBELLS, THE STRICKLANDS, AND THE BOWIDOWICZ'S. END TEXT. 

HUMMEL 
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